
The history behind 
the completion of 

Bugatti Diatto AVIO 8C

BUGATTI DIATTO AVIO 8C COMPLETION

The highly esteemed Bugatti historian Uwe Hucke 
succeeded in taking over this grand project and had 
hoped to complete its exceptional historical design.

Honouring Uwe Hucke – and with great pride
Claude Teisen-Simony 

is finally able to present this 
unique and historically important prototype.

Bugatti Diatto AVIO 8C will be displayed in 2019 at:
Retromobile, Paris

Bugatti Owners’ Club 90th Anniversary, Prescott Hill
The Bugatti Trust, Prescott Hill

READ THE FULL STORY IN MAGNETO  

Magneto is an all-new, high-quality quarterly automotive 
magazine, for the owners and buyers of the greatest 
cars in the world.

It will feature the most important and interesting cars, 
events and people, serving up unmissable content at a 
quality never before seen in the collector car world.

If only the best cars will do, then only Magneto will do as 
your magazine of choice.

It will feature the greatest cars, of every age, working 
with the world’s leading collectors, specialists and 
manufacturers to bring the best stories, written and 
photographed to the highest standards.

Spring 2019 edition, number 1, released on February 6 

https://www.facebook.com/magnetoclassiccars/

Design and copyright:
Claude@Teisen-Simony.com

THE LOST BUGATTI



FIRST BUGATTI 8-CYLINDER ENGINE

In 1913, Roland Garros told his friend Ettore Bugatti that 
he planned to attempt flying across the Atlantic. Bugatti 
replied: “Why not!” So, they began tackling the problem.
 

In 1914, commissioned by the French government, 
Bugatti designed a 250HP straight-eight aero engine 
in his Paris workshop. This design was basically two 
enlarged Garros Bugatti 5-litre engines enlarged to 14.5 
litre on a common crankcase.

This is significant, as it marks the first experiment with 
an 8-cylinder in-line Bugatti engine - a prototype to the 
celebrated Grand Prix and Royale engines.

THE BUGATTI DIATTO ALLIANCE

In 1907, Pietro Diatto became involved with Bugatti’s 
Type 8 prototype. Close links already existed between 
Bugatti and Diatto, established in 1900, according to 
Bugatti historian Norbert Steinhauser. 

In 1915, Diatto was granted license for production of the 
Bugatti aero-engine in Italy, now named AVIO 8C. 

In 1919, relations were extended when Diatto began 
producing Brescia Bugattis on license. Furthermore, 
Diatto took 1st prize in the first post-war Italian race with 
a Type 30 Diatto featuring a chassis designed by Bugatti.

Period references indicate that Bugatti used the Diatto 
facilities to test his ideas until 1925.

PROTOTYPE TO LEGENDARY ROYALE

In 1914, Bugatti told select clients that he was ready to 
create a luxury vehicle that would surpass any known 
automobile. This coincided with Bugatti’s initial design of 
the aero-engine. Hence experts see it as an automobile 
engine, rather than purely an aviation engine, and 
deduce that the AVIO 8C engine can be regarded as the 
prototype for Bugatti’s awesome Royale engine.

This 8-cylinder aero-engine, along with a big chassis, 
was later discovered in a museum in Turin, Italy. The 
project had never been finished, and how it had found its 
way to the museum was a mystery. It is this project that 
after half a century has finally been completed.


